Past studies have found that 
an overwhelming majority of girls are faster at pairing 
“girls” with “me” and boys are faster at pairing “boys” 
with “me.” Although scientists debate which aspects of 
development are innate or culturally constructed, or a 
combination of both, and not every child goes through 

| the same gender pathway, most—including those chil- 
dren raised in families who vary in their parenting 
style, political beliefs, and racial and ethnic group 
membership—show the pattern we have described. 
And most parents, teachers and other adults never give 
jt a second thought—except when kids start asserting 
that their gender is not what others expect it to be. 
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